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Bihar and the Punjab are 7, 3, and 4 respectively. The pro-
portion of unmarried females in this age-group represents
roughly the proportion of those who never get married. It is
significant that, in the case of the numerically more important
castes, the proportion of unmarried women aged 24 years and
over is in no case greater than 11 per mille.

Another fact that merits notice is the comparatively early
age at which most of the girls get married. To illustrate this, let
us take the case of the Chamars in theU.P. Of their women aged
0-6 years 95*4 per cent are unmarried, of those aged 7-13 years
54-1 per cent are unmarried, of those aged 14-16 years 9-4 per
cent are unmarried, and of those aged 17-23 years only 2-6 per
cent are unmarried. As the Census Superintendent of the U.P.
aptly puts it: " After twenty practically every female who does not
suffer from some infirmity or disfigurement or who is not a con-
cubine or a prostitute, has been married."1 These remarks hold
good in the case of all the depressed castes which have been
referred to in Appendix XVI. The data given there reveals
three interesting features of the civil condition of depressed
castes.

First, the tendency towards early marriage is more pronounc-
ed amongst the depressed classes than amongst the high castes.
For purposes of comparison the data relating to marital condi-
tions of the Brahmin women in the various provinces are also
given along with the data for certain important depressed
castes. It will be observed that in the age groups 0-6 years,
7-13 years, and 14-16 years, the proportion of unmarried Brah-
min women of the U.P. is higher than the corresponding figures
for the Chamars, Pasis and Dhobis of the same province. In
Bihar, in the above-mentioned age groups the proportion of
unmarried Brahmin females is in each case higher than that of
the Chamars and Musahars. And the figures relating to the
Bauris, Doms, Jaliya, Kaibarattas' and Namasudras of Bengal and
the Chamars, Chuhras, Dagis and Kolis of the Punjab tell the
same story.

Secondly, amongst the depressed castes the marriage age of
women tends to decrease as we move eastwards from the Punjab.
Consider for instance the case of the Chamars.    While in the
1 U. P. Census Report, 1931, Pt. I, p. 291.